
COME VISIT and DIVE 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS   

  Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at    
  7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).   

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!   

The B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at 
Ryan’s Steakhouse on Bay Area Blvd. on 
the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 

pm.  All members are welcome. 

 

   
  January, 2007

 

         1        Happy New Year  
         2 BAD BOD Meeting  
        31      BAD General Membership Meeting   

  February, 2007      
         6        BAD BOD Meeting  
        28       BAD General Membership Meeting   

  March, 2007

 

       6         BAD BOD Meeting  
        28       BAD General Membership Meeting  
     31-4/1   SEASPACE 2007  
      
  April, 2007      
         3        BAD BOD Meeting  
        25       BAD General Membership Meeting   

  May, 2007

 

       1       BAD BOD Meeting  
        30       BAD General Membership Meeting   

  June, 2007

 

       5        BAD BOD Meeting  
        27      BAD General Membership Meeting           

       Have an event you want      
     to lead, contact the Board    
     for more details 
        

     

The BAD Calendar 

January 31st  - Social starts at 7pm -  
Meeting at 7:30pm     

Guest speaker is Jim Morrison with Texas    
Artificial Reefs Advisory Council  

There is a lot happening with the sinking of the Texas 
Clipper as an artificial reef. Artificial reefs from rigs and 

ships provide divers with local diving adventures. 
Jim will give us an update on what is being done and 

Rodney (PeeWee) Dwire 1/2 

Jason Hyler 1/7 

Lucinda Guajardo 1/8 

Paul Herring  1/14 

Mai Lindsey 1/19 

 



Deadline for article submission for next month is:    February 14th, 2007    E-Mail   aladyfish@verizon.net 

Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors 

  

  President       Randy Widaman     cap10randy@houston.rr.com

  

  V. President   Jim Delane             Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org 

  

  Secretary       Jim Carmin          jim.carmin@us.army.mil      

  Treasurer      Lucinda Guajardo    lucinda.guajardo@citihomestx.com

  

  Editor             Ja Van Pruett          aladyfish@verizon.net

  

  Board             Rowe Henry            rowehenry@hotmail.com

  

  Board             Butch Shannon       butch@pdq.net

  

  Board             Tanya Gorguraki     cchung95@yahoo.com

   

          

  Webmaster:   Jim Delane          Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org 

  

  Bartender:     Polly Swerdlin       pfollyred@swbell.net

    

How about we gather at Boondoggles 
in  Seabrook for snacks and more socializ-
ing???  It is located on NASA Rd. 1, near highway 
146.  Plan to have even more fun and socializing.  See 
you there!

  

Any Member of the Bay Area Dive Club can run 
an add for as long as you would like.    

Business Card size would be $10.00 a month

 

Double Business card size would be $20.00 a 
month.  
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New Members —  Lucinda Guajardo 

BAD’s BOARD (BOD) MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO 
All, so come on out and join us for our next meeting 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2006 at 7:00 PM at Ryan’s 
Steak House on Bay Area Blvd. near Hwy 3.  Everyone is 
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone’s          
participation and your input.  Come earlier if you would 
like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the meeting. 

CURRENNEWS  
Dec 31 - TX - Divers seal broken Gulf oil pipeline

  

Dec 22 - Puerto Rico - CCRI launches website

  

Dec 2 - USVI - Expert: US territories' coral reefs    

 

have taken a dive

  

Nov 29 - TX - Flower Garden Banks gets new 

 

website

  

Nov 28 - FL - Florida fisherman fined for shark finning

  

Hello fellow BAD members. Just wanted to say Hi and to 
wish everyone a Happy New Year to come. As your 
President for 2007 I wish to invite you all to our clubs 
meetings this year beginning with January 31 as our first 
meeting. As always we will be meeting at   5001 NASA 
Rd. 1 starting at 7:30pm with social hour at 7:00pm. I 
invite each of you to bring a guest to the meeting. This 
guest does not have to be a diver. I am again offering to 
those club members who bring in 5 or more new member 
to join BAD this year a special gift from me at the end of 
the year. So start asking your friends to join us at our 
meetings. Another offer I am making is for everyone who 
comes to the January 31st meeting and pays their club 
dues will be eligible for a special gift from me. This will 
be only for those who come to the meeting and pay at the 
meeting. If you have already paid that will not count or if 
you are paid up for 2007 already that will not count also. 
Just those that pay on the 31st at the meeting. I will have 
at the general meeting tickets to the TGCC Banquet    
February 3rd  see article in this news letter. The board 
meet earlier this month and have come up with some 
ideas for activities this year. So again I invite you to come 
to find out what we are planning. Well I will see you at 
the meeting. And thanks again for the privilege of       
severing as President of BAD for 2007. 

By Randy Widaman 
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The 22-foot-long fish stopped swimming Thursday  
afternoon and divers whisked it from the bottom of its 
football field-sized tank to an exam area. Teams worked 
to save him for about eight hours before he died at 9:30 
p.m.  

"When we found him sitting on the bottom we immedi-
ately knew that he was in trouble," said Jeff Swanagan, 
the aquarium's executive director.   

Swanagan said a necropsy, or animal autopsy, was   
under way to try to determine the cause of death. 
Aquarium employees are also monitoring the other   
animals.  

He said whale sharks Norton, Alice and Trixie all seem 
to be swimming normally.  

"We're watching it very carefully, but there's nothing 
indicating any other problems in the exhibit or any-
where else in the aquarium and no problems with any of 
the water chemistries," he said.  

Ralph was the second popular animal to die at the 
aquarium in a nine-day period.  

On January 2, Gasper the beluga whale was euthanized. 
He had suffered from a string of chronic illness even 
before he came to the aquarium.  

Swanagan said the deaths were unrelated and that the 
animals lived in separate tanks with different water  
supplies.  

"To have two big charismatic animals [die] creates a 
linkage that's probably not there," he said. "I've been 
doing this since 1979 and I've had cases where I've had 
two days in a row of births and two days in a row of 
deaths. Nature just sometimes doesn't give you a  
schedule of tragedies that's convenient."  

Ralph had a physical exam in November with about 50 
people taking part -- including veterinarians, biologists, 
divers and photographers.  

Swanagan said the staff was concerned about some  
unusual swimming behavior a couple of months ago, 
but that had improved. Ralph's appetite also had been 
on and off.    

ATLANTA, Georgia (CNN)  
-- Scientists worked Friday to 
determine what killed Ralph, one 
of the four giant whale sharks at 
the Georgia Aquarium. 

"There was nothing we could see that would define that 
this animal was as sick as he turned out to be," he said. 
Swanagan said there was no indication that stress from 
the exam could have contributed to Ralph's death but 
said that was one of the things they would look into.  

Saved from the dinner table Ralph and Norton have been 
the biggest stars at the aquarium since it opened in     
November 2005. They were joined by females Alice and 
Trixie in June.  

The aquarium got the whale sharks by negotiating with 
Taiwan, which catches the animals for food. It is the 
only aquarium outside of Asia to showcase whale sharks.  

The World Conservation Union lists the whale shark as a 
vulnerable species. Heavy fishing of the whale shark in 
several areas of Asia is believed to be one reason for its 
population decline.  

Scientists hope to breed the sharks, but Swanagan said 
that's years down the road.  

"The animals are all pre-teenagers and it would be many 
years before they would be ready to breed," he said. 
"Our friends in Okinawa, Japan, have had three whale 
sharks for 10 years in an exhibit that's two-and-a-half 
times smaller than ours and their animals are not yet 
breeding."  

Mysterious giants  

Whale sharks are the world's largest fish and can grow 
up to 66 feet in length. They are gentle animals that feed 
on plankton and small fish that they filter into their wide, 
flat mouths.  

Swanagan said the Georgia Aquarium has been working 
with whale shark researchers for four years, but there are 
still a lot of things that they don't know.  

He said some leading marine scientists worked for years 
without seeing a whale shark in the wild.  

"No one knows, comprehensively, the life cycle of these 
animals," he said.  

Swanagan said he's glad that more than 4 million visitors 
got to see Ralph.  

"People have such an aversion to sharks, so to have these 
sort of friendly sharks, like whale sharks be ambassadors 
to get people to want to learn more about sharks is a very 
important reason to have them," he said.  

Sent in by Jim Ward  




