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17 288 Lake Dive— Jim Delane

20 2008 Fans of the Sea Duck
Race—scubabob@scubabob.net

27 BAD General Membership Meet

Speaker is Jim Rosborough
with Earthwatch
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20 33rd Annual SCUBA Divers
Market Expo
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18-28 CoCo View, Roatan Trip—Randy
Widaman
29 BAD Genera Membership Meet
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1 34th Anniversary Party
4 BAD BOD Meeting
26 BAD Genera Membership Meet

December, 2008
2 BAD BOD Meeting

WEBSITE:

www.bayareadivers.org

NEWS FROM
The "Get Wet” Club

August 2008

August 27th, 2008
Social startsat 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm
Guest speaker isJim Rosborough with Earthwatch

Jim Rosborough shared his experience in volunteerism on
projects doing marine research with Earthwatch over the past
12 years. Jim has worked on projectsin Belize, Aruba, Jamaica,
Barbados, Exuma Cays, Puerto Rico, Bonaire, San Salvador,
Hawaii and St. John. Earthwatch is currently organizing research
projects in the Seychelles, Belize, Thailand and Truck Lagoon.
Jm has been adiver and explorer for over 50 years. He grew up
on theisland of Aruba. Thiswas a good opportunity to learn
about the many ways that us divers can participate in these types
of projects.
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COME VISIT and DIVE
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS

Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at
7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).
GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at Don Julio's M exican
Restaurant & Cantina, 2900 East Nasa Parkway, Seabrook, TX
77586. Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. on the first

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.
All members are welcome.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

September 7th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.bayareadivers.org

PRESIDENT'S CORNER :%-

By: Jim Delane
Hello BADdies,

The big news is that the 33rd Annual BAD SCUBA Divers
Market and Expo is coming up next month — Saturday Sept
20th. If you are a member of BAD, wear a ‘Bay Area
Diver’ shirt and come on in for free and help out. We will
dlap a nametag on you so you know who you are. We will
be giving everyone who helps a travel bag with the BAD
logo. If you have other obligations and only can drop by for
awhile, then just stop at the entry and we will have alist of
members. One of the perks of being a BADdie is that you
get in for free. We have a bunch of dive shops coming with
al types of new gear at the best prices anywhere. Also, we
will have dive clubs there with used gear that their
members no longer need and this year plan to be putting on
presentations by conservation organizations like SOLO —
Save Our Leatherbacks (turtles) Organizations and others.
Thisisthe first year for this. Thisis an ideal opportunity to
bring the organizations and divers together. Many people
have heard of these groups but do not really know who
they are or what they do. Also, we do have some tables
available for companies, organizations and individuals. For
more information on the Divers Market go to http://
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Also, at the meeting, you can sign the schedule for the
SCUBA Divers Market & Expo. The evening before, we
have to set up tables. The day of the show, we have 2 shifts
— morning and afternoon. Basically, set up, the show and
tear down. After we have a volunteer appreciation party
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where we eat and give out door prizes to the volunteers.
Specifically, we need people to load in, load out, for the
BAD consignment table, for the BAD main table, for the
kitchen, for the front gate and for the speakers seminar/
slideshow presentations. If you cannot make the meeting,
please email jimdelane@gmail.com that you will be there
and whether it is morning or afternoon or both and | will
put you on the list. Also, if you only work the morning
and have to leave, we will save any door prizes you win
and give them to you later.

Christie Emerson has got alot of new BAD merchandise.
This includes cups, mugs, shirts, travel bags and other
stuff. | hope to get pictures posted on the website soon. In
the meantime, come by the genera meeting on August
27th and check out the cool stuff. This month we will
have Jm Rosborough with Earthwatch. He has been
diving forever and has some great experiences to share
and some expeditions which you might be interested in.
Hope to see you there.

Also, it is time to sign up for TrashFest. TrashFest is
being held this year on October 4th. Teams are being put
together and we have about a dozen people who have
expressed interest. We should have firm pricing for entry
cost soon and it looks like it is going to be less than last
year. If you have not been, you need to — it is fun. Email
me or sign up at the next general meeting. We need to get
our teams organized before the end of September!

Dive Safe — Dive Often!

New Members Only Pay $7.50

2008 Dues ar e only $7.50 from July 1%

to theend of the year!
Bring afriend or 2 or 5and they can try us out
for half the pricel!!
Letshavemorefriends GET WET!

BOARD (BOD) MEETING

Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join
us for our next meeting TUESDAY , August 5th, 2008 at
7:00 PM a Don Julio's Mexican Restaurant &
Cantina, 2900 East Nasa Parkway, Seabrook, TX 77586.
Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. Everyoneis
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone's
participation and your input. Come earlier if you
would like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the

2 mesting.
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Tami Thomas

Tami was born in Pasadena, and she grew up in
Texas City. Tami had wanted to learn to dive for
years because she thought it would be interesting,
which she says it is, she wanted to meet new
people, AND for the health benefits it offers. She
started diving July 2007 and got her AOW in
August of 2007. Tami really has only been able to
do local lake dives so far, but she is looking
forward to going to new places very soon. Sheis
an RN at UTMB and she has 2 daughters, ages 22
and 18, and one son, who is 7. Tami is a very
friendly person and she would love to get to know
everyonein BAD better

WePutthe FU N
InFU N draiser!

Starting in July, we will be having new
50/50 Raffle at meetings.
It's easy to play and you can win cash.

Simply buy a ticket for a dollar or
6 for five dollars,
And at the end of the meeting,
the winner gets half the pot!

Lucinda Guajardo was July Winner
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Kemp'sridley numbersincrease, but they face an uncertain
futureasfunding is dashed

By HARVEY RICE Copyright 2008 Houston Chronicle

Sent in by Jim Ward

July 18, 2008, 10:34PM

GALVESTON — Wedlthy trial lawyer
Joe Jamail said Friday he will donate
$25,000 to replace dashed federal
funding for beach patrols helping to
save an endangered turtle species if
other donors will match the amount.

"I just hate it that we can spend billions
of dollars on unneeded things like whatever is going on in
Irag, but we can't find $71,000 in the federal budget to pro-
tect an endangered species," Jamail said.

The $71,000 federal grant for patrols on Galveston Island
and the Bolivar Peninsula to identify nests of the Kemp's
ridley turtle was slashed to $25,000 by the state agency that
distributes federal money.

The full grant would have alowed the expansion of the
beach patrols as far south as Bryan's Beach near Freeport, but
the cuts mean that the Bolivar Peninsula patrols will be
eliminated and the patrols on Galveston Island pared to a
single patrol on the West End, said André M. Landry Jr.,
director of the Sea Turtle and Fisheries Ecology Research
Laboratory at Texas A&M University at Galveston. "My first
reaction is a big wow!" Landry said about Jamail's offer.
"Thisisamazing." He said the money would be important for
ensuring the survival of the most endangered turtle in the
world.

Carole Allen, Gulf office director for the Sea Turtle Restora-
tion Project, said, "We have to get the money for more
patrols and people like Mr. Jamail are going to help us get
that done."

Jamail said he decided to make the pledge because of his
concern about the fate of Kemp's ridley turtles and because
of his close connection with Galveston Island, where he
owns a house. "This is something that needs to be done"
Jamail said. "We can't destroy everything on the planet.”

The number of Kemp's ridley nests discovered along the
Texas Gulf Coast reached a record 193 this year during the
nesting season, from April 1 to June 15, up from 128 last
year. The number of nests discovered aong the upper Texas
Gulf Coadt, from the Matagorda Peninsula to Sabine Pass,
rose to 16 this year from 15 last year, but Landry said the
number was significant because of high tides and strong
winds during much of the nesting season that discouraged
nesting and made it difficult to discover nests.

Those wishing to donate, please see: website for information:

Deadline for article submission for next month is: September 7th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/nb/bay/
news/5894351.html

BAD Trip to Cozumel

© Copyright 2008 Bill Jones World Rights Reserved

Cozumel, Quintana Roo,
Mexico. BAD members [
with more than thirty-two FEa==
Houston area divers landed f
in Cozumel July 28, 2008 for
The 7" Annual Bill Jones
Cozumel Vacation. The travelers arrived in Cozumel
well before lunch and checked-in at the beautiful
HOTEL COZUMEL & RESORT HOTEL. Some of the
divers did a couple of shore dives and two afternoon
boat dives on the first day. The group proclaimed Pefia
Coladas, Dos Equi's, and Cuba Libra's asthe official
drinks of the group in the hotel’s al-inclusive bars.
Eight travelers stayed for five days and twenty-four
travelers stayed eight days picking up more than thirty-
six new diving certifications.

The HOTEL COZUMEL & RESORT HOTEL is a
hacienda-style 178-room resort with an on-site full
-service PADI Gold Palm Dive Center that quickly be-
came the rendezvous point for the group after the buffet
breakfast each morning. The diving day started with
two-tank boat dives with divers enjoying dive sites as
far south as Punta Sur. Green Sea Turtles, Hawkshill
Turtles, Moray Eel, Manta Ray, King Crab, Lobsters,
Blacktip Reef Sharks and Gray Reef Sharks were
spotted by the divers. More fish were seen on this trip
than ever including huge Groupers, Triggerfish,
Angelfish, Parrotfish, Palometa, Scorpionfish, Butterfly
fish, Hogfish, Snapper, Squirrelfish, and Tomtate just
to name a few. The night diving was great. Lots of
friendly Octopus were encountered. The beautiful
Cozumel beaches and crystal clear water are aways a
delight to everyone.

Each afternoon the group split up, some going to town
for shopping, some making afternoon boat and shore
dives, and some relaxing in one of the hotel bars. Divers
made use of the wireless internet included in the trip
package. Some travelers rented Jeeps and motor
scooters. Some divers took a side trip to Holbox to
swim with the Whale Sharks. One group took a trip to
Chichen-Itza, the most important and extraordinary city
of the Mayan civilization, to discover the magnificence
of pyramids built by one of the greatest civilizations of
the ancient world. The group ate dinner at the hotel
while some went to restaurants, clubs, and taquerias in
San Miguel.

After checking-in at the Cozumel airport for the return
flight, the group met one last time at the airport coffee

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

shop and all agreed they had a great time prompting
travelers to want to make the trip again next year.
Planning for the The 8" Annual Bill Jones Cozumel
Vacation on July 27, 2009 is already underway.

Associated Press
Aug. 1, 2008, 10:36PM

Sent in by JimWard

SAN ANTONIO — Two
beluga whae calves are
doing well after  being
born four days apart at
SeaWorld San Antonio.

One calf was born Sunday to 9-year-old mother
Whisper, and the other was born Thursday to 22-year-
old mother Sikku. Neither has been named yet.

The park says the 5-foot-long, 150-pound calves appear
to be in good health. They will nurse for about a year
before moving onto adiet of solid fish.

Shows are on hold while the new families bond, but
visitors can view the mothers and babies.

Trash Fest 2008

Saturday, October 4, 2008

New Braunfels, Texas
Bay Area Diversis
putting together teams.
Get with Kyle Stephensand get on a
team!

TGCC sponsors TRASHFEST, the longest
running scuba environmental clean-up in
the country. Diversfrom "all over" gather
to clean out the spring-fed Comal River in
New Braunfels,

Followed by an awar ds banquet and

rizes.
4 P
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Sent in by Jim Delane
Thu Aug 7, 10:05 PM ET

PARIS (AFP) - Researchers say they have figured out why
sea turtles that normally feed and breed in shallow water or
on land will, very rarely, go deep sea diving: the reptiles are
0N reconnaissance.

Scientists have long puzzled over why leatherbacks are built
to plumb the icy depths.

Imagine someone donning a complete set of scuba gear --
tanks, buoyancy compensator, regulator -- only to paddle
about the surface of a shallow lagoon. What's the point?

The mystery deepens. Not only are the turtles equipped with
myoglobin-rich blood ideal for stocking oxygen, they some-
times plunge more than a kilometer (three-quarters of a
mile) below the surface.

Jonathan Houghton and colleagues from the University of
Swansea in Britain conducted experiments to find out why
the lumbering sea creatures make these rare forays, and
published their findings Friday in the British Journal of
Experimental Biology.

The researchers fitted 13 leatherbacks with data loggers
which recorded location, temperature, dive depth and
duration, and transmitted the information to satellites as the
animals surfaced.

Of more than 26,000 dives logged all across the North
Atlantic Ocean, only 95 -- less than half of one percent --
went below three hundred meters.

Severa theories have competed to explain these out-of-
character deep dives.

Some researchers argue that the egg-laying reptiles go
below to escape predators, while others speculate they
simply want to cool off.

A third hypothesis is that the turtles are on the hunt for
deep-sea delicacies.

But Houghton's findings suggest all these theories are off
the mark.

A turtle trying to avoid becoming some fish's lunch would
surely swim a bit more vigoroudy that usual, but the data
collected indicates they were in no hurry as they plunged.

Moreover turtles spent several hours at the surface just
before deep diving, probably to boost oxygen efficiency.

"Hanging out at the surface would be a daft strategy for
avoiding predators, because that is where they can spot
your silhouette,” said Houghton.

As for keeping cool, temperatures don't drop much after the
350-meter mark, so there's little incentive to go any deeper.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

But the food hypothesis, the study found, may be at least half
right: even if the turtles don't eat the food they find at extreme
depth, they probably find the food they will eat -- later on.

L eatherbacks like to dine on surface-dwelling jellyfish, but
during the months spent traveling from their tropical breed-
ing grounds in the Caribbean to cooler waters, they rely on
jellyfish-like animals that form long colonies during the
day at depths of about 600 meters.

The turtles, Houghton speculates, dive when the sun is out
to find the colonies, and then wait for them to surface at
night to begin feasting.

This would explain why the leatherbacks often loiter in the
same areafor days or weeks after such adeep dive, he said.

(Goldem Ry Piotus of Amszimg Mogs Mir

By Nick Allen
Last Updated: 4:01pm BST 24/06/2008

Sent in by: Catherine Schexnider

Looking like giant leaves
floating in the sea thousands of
Golden Rays are seen here @
gathering off the coast of
Mexico. The spectacular scene &
was captured as the magnifi- S 2 4 :
cent creatures made one of their blannual mass migrations
to more agreeable waters.

Gliding silently beneath the waves they turned vast areas of
blue water to gold off the northern tip of the Yucatan
Peninsula.

She said: "It wasan unreal image, very difficult to describe.
The surface of the water was covered by warm and different
shades of gold and looked like a bed of autumn leaves
gently moved by the wind.

"It's hard to say exactly how many there were but in the
range of a few thousand. "We were surrounded by them
without seeing the edge of the school and we could see
many under the water surface too.

"I feel very fortunate | was there in the right place at the
right time to experienced nature at his best."

Measuring up to 7ft (2.1 metres) from wing-tip to wing-tip,
Golden rays are also more prosaically known as cow nose rays.
They have long, pointed pectora fins that separate into two

lobes in front of their high-domed heads and givethem a
cow-like appearance.

Despite having poisonous stingers they are known to be shy
and non-threatening when in large schools.

The population in the Gulf of Mexico migrates, in schools of as
many as 10,000, clockwise from western Florida to the

5 Yucatan.
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