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Have an event you want
to lead, contact the Board
for more details

General Meeting : Guest speaker is John Thomas with
H.E.A.R.T.
(Help Endangered Animals -Ridley Turtles)
The Ridley sea turtle nesting season on Galveston Island is
coming up. John is a long time sea turtle educator, volunteer
and activist. He will let us know how the preservation
efforts of HEART are working
and what volunteers can do to help.
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COME VISIT and DIVE
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS
Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at
7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).
GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!
The B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at
Ryan’s Steakhouse on Bay Area Blvd. on
the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00
pm. All members are welcome.

New Members:
Members — Now is the time to
renew your membership.
Dear Members,
We are starting a new column in the newsletter and you
can help. Bring you dive friends that are not already
members. Get them to join and you will see their picture
and maybe an article about themselves in the newsletter.
Harry Brelsford

Our New Member of the
month is :
Tory Jenkins. Tory was
born in St Louis Missouri and
later moved to St. Petersburg,
Florida. She is married to
Jim, "the best man in the
world", and between the two
of them, they have five children. Jim and two of their 5
children are divers. Although Tory is excited about
spending time with the other BAD members, she won't be
joining us in the water for now.........she says it's her job to
stay behind to keep the beach
warm and give the bartender
something to do while everyone else is diving!

Harold Strege

Tory’s= family: Jim,
Tory and Justin

Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join us
for our next meeting TUESDAY, March 4, 2008 at 7:00
PM at Ryan’s Steak House on Bay Area Blvd. near Hwy 3.
Everyone is encouraged to attend as we apreciate everyone’s participation and your input. Come earlier if you
would like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the
meeting.
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President
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Polly Swerdlin
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Sales:
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Carol Ruzicka

Any Member of the Bay Area Dive Club can run
an add for as long as you would like.
Business Card size would be $10.00 a month
Double Business card size would be $20.00 a
month.

Membership: Lanelle Hanagriff LSCUBAH@comcast.net

Please contact Editor: aladyfish@verizon.net

WEBSITE: www.bayareadivers.org.
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Overpopulation Killing Caribbean Coral Reefs

Oceanic and Aeris Recall Regulator First Stages:

Powered by CDNN - CYBER DIVER News Network

Sent in by Dennis Camp

CARIBBEAN (9 Jan 2008) — Coral
reefs in the Caribbean have suffered
significant changes due to the proximal
effects of a growing human population,
reports a new study.

More than 6,000 regulator first stages manufactured in the
U.S and in Taiwan are being recalled due to reports of
uncontrolled air flow to the second stage. Oceanic is
recalling FDX-10 and CDX-5 first stages and Aeris is
recalling its T400-type first stages. The bad parts were
shipped to retailers between May 1 and November 15,
2006. But Oceanic's other DX series First Stages (CDX,
DXi, DX3, DX4 and TDX5) and Aeris's other diaphragmtype first stages that were serviced between May 1, 2006
and October 22, 2007 may also be affected. To see whether
your regulator is affected, go to status pages set up by
Oceanic and Aeris. You can also call each company's
recall helpline; Oceanic is (888) 636-9390 and Aeris is
(888) 854-4960.

"It is well acknowledged that coral reefs
are declining worldwide but the driving
forces remain hotly debated," said author
Camilo Mora at Dalhousie University, Halifax, Canada.
"In the Caribbean alone, these losses are endangering a
large number of species, from corals to sharks, and
jeopardizing over 4 billion dollars in services worth from
fisheries, tourism and coastal protection," he added.
"The continuing degradation of coral reefs may be soon
beyond repair, if threats are not identified and rapidly
controlled," Mora said. "This new study moves from the
traditional localized study of threats to a region-wide
scale, while simultaneously analyzing contrasting
socioeconomic and environmental variables," he added.

Do you know a recent college graduate that would
like to spend a year at a marine education facility
before deciding whether to teach or return to college
for an advanced degree? We are currently accepting
applications for year-long marine education internships.
Please see www.marex.uga.edu/aquarium for more details!
Application deadline is April 5 2008.

The study monitored coral reefs, including corals, fishes
and macroalgae, in 322 sites across 13 countries throughout the Caribbean. The study was complemented with a
comprehensive set of socioeconomic databases on
human population density, coastal development,
agricultural land use and environmental and ecological
databases, which included temperature, hurricanes,
productivity, coral diseases and richness of corals. The
data were analyzed with robust statistical approaches to
reveal the causes of coral reef degradation in that region.

Contact: Mare Timmons, Ph.D.
Marine Education Specialist
USCG licensed boat captain
Sea Grant Intern Supervisor

Warming Risks Antarctic Sea Life
By Helen Briggs Science reporter, BBC News, Boston
Sent in by Jim Ward

The study showed clearly that the number of people
living in close proximity to coral reefs is the main driver
of the mortality of corals, loss of fish biomass and
increases in macroalgae abundance. A comparative
analysis of different human impacts revealed that coastal
development, which increases the amount of sewage and
fishing pressure (by facilitating the storage and export of
fishing products) was mainly responsible for the
mortality of corals and loss of fish biomass.

Unique marine life in Antarctica will be at risk from an
invasion of sharks, crabs and other predators if global
warming continues, scientists warn.

Additionally, the area of cultivated land (a likely
surrogate for agrochemical discharges to coral reefs) was
the main driver of increases in macroalgae. Coral mortality was further accelerated by warmer temperatures.

Bony fish and sharks would move in if waters warm
further, threatening species with extinction, they say.

To learn more see:

Crabs are poised to return to the Antarctic shallows,
threatening creatures such as giant sea spiders and floppy
ribbon worms, says a UK-US team.
Some have evolved without predators for tens of millions
of years.

In the last 50 years, sea surface temperatures around.
Antarctica have risen by 1 to 2C, which is more than
twice the global average.

http://www.cdnn.info/news/

science/sc080109.html

To learn more see:
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Latest artificial reef for the Florida Keys is eagerly
anticipated
by
the
diving
community.

DAN continues its mission to develop better,
Safer divers.

KEY WEST, Florida Keys -Project organizers, overseeing the
transformation of a retired U.S. Air
Force missile tracking ship into an
artificial reef off Key West have set
May 15 as the scheduled sink date.

Many divers may not know that someone can get decompression illness even while following safe diving rules. To better
educate divers, DAN has created a new DVD about DCI and
what to do if you suspect a diver has it.
Joel Dovenbarger, Vice President of DAN Medical Services,
said the best way for all divers to learn comes from the
experiences of other divers. “This new DVD from DAN will
help divers recognize the signs and symptoms of a variety of
dive-related issues and be better prepared to respond appropriately,” Dovenbarger said.

"This is a major event for us, a great
opportunity for the health of the reef as well as an
economic shot in the arm for the Keys," said Chris
Norwood, president of Artificial Reefs of the Keys.
"Tens of thousands of people have been waiting to hear
this date.”

Dive centers or dive clubs can request the free DVD from
DAN. It features a 40-minute presentation by Marty
McCafferty, DAN Medical Informational Specialist. Use the
DVD as part of your dive training programs, at your next dive
club meeting or at dive gatherings.

Currently, the General Hoyt S. Vandenberg is in a
Norfolk, Va., shipyard with workers removing
envionmental hazards, prior to its scuttling in the Florida
Keys
National
Marine
Sanctuary.

The DVD emphasizes that the symptoms of DCI are similar to
other medical conditions, such as a heart attack or upset stomach, so only a physician is qualified to make a diagnosis. The
diver has three responsibilities:
to recognize the signs and symptoms;
to provide standard care within their levels of training; and
to help transfer the injured diver to a higher level of care.

Officials with Reefmakers, the project's facilitator, are
planning to coordinate towing of the 522-foot-long
vessel to Key West sometime in March for final
preparations.
The Vandenberg project should provide additional
marine habitat and provide a new attraction for
recreational divers, to relieve pressure on natural coral
reefs.

Denial is the most common reason for delay in seeking assistance. Injured divers usually call DAN because their symptoms
will not go away. Amazingly almost 15 percent of injured
divers continue to dive after initial DCI symptoms are
recognized.

"Not only do artificial reefs divert recreational user
pressure from natural reefs, they also create a valuable
habitat and new breeding grounds for the marine
environment", said Joe Weatherby of Reefmakers. "The
Vandenberg will provide tools and resources to create
sustained educational, social and cultural programs while
also generating substantial revenues for the community."

DAN wants to educate divers in recognizing DCI and seeking
immediate medical evaluation, which improves and shortens
the treatment and reduces the chances of long-term problems.
The risk of DCI increases as divers dive deeper, stay down
longer, ascend faster, or shorten their surface intervals.

Before it was decommissioned in 1983, the Vandenberg
also tracked manned U.S. space missions, beginning
with Mercury blastoffs in the early 1960s. The ship
"played" a role as a Russian science ship in "Virus," a
1999 motion picture starring Jamie Lee Curtis.

To order call DAN Membership Services at +1-919-684-2948
or 1-800-446-2671 (from the U.S. or Canada) and ask for:
Title: I May Be Bent… Now What? with Marty McCafferty

Funding for the project is coming from several local
government and private-sector resources including the
City of Key West and the Monroe County Tourist
Development Council.

Let’s hope you never encounter a diving accident, but if you
do, it's better to be prepared and ready to help. DAN is here for
you.

Run time: 40 minutes Product code: 171—0000 Cost: FREE

Sent in by Dennis Camp

Sent in by Dennis Camp
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Kids Sea Camp : January 07, 2008

Feb. 16, 2008, 8:45PM
Vessel runs into drilling rig near
marine sanctuary

The perfect week-long summer vacation for divers who
want to introduce their kids, ages 4-15, to their favorite
sport. Ten weeks to choose from in the Cayman Is,
Roatan, Bonaire, Fiji, Bahamas, Galapagos, and Costa
Rica. Programs can include dolphins, scuba, snorkeling,
horseback riding, treasure hunts, kayak racing, zip
lining, and so much more. Certified kids have their own
boats to dive with other kids. Parents can even take a
night off while kids enjoy pizza movie nights or even a
night dive. SASY for kids 4+, PADI Seal Team for kids
8+, Certification for kids age 10+ All locations held at
PADI 5 star Gold Palm resorts. www.kidsseacamp.com
or call 1800-934-3483 for more information email
kids@kidsseacamp.com. Click here to read our February
2007 undercover review. It's organized by long time
Undercurrent subscriber and scubamom Margo Peyton,
who runs Caribbean Adventures/World Dive Adventures
(www.worlddive.com)

By ANITA HASSAN
Copyright 2008 Houston Chronicle

Saturday's strong winds helped disperse diesel fuel that
spilled in the Gulf of Mexico when an offshore supply ship
collided with a drilling rig early Saturday morning.
The spill occurred before dawn about 140 miles southeast
of Galveston and about 30 miles south of the Flower
Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, an environmentally sensitive underwater area that's protected by the
federal government.
"The wind is dispersing the fuel," Wine said, noting that
while diesel is a volatile fuel, it evaporates rapidly. Wind
gusts ranged 15 to 25 mph Saturday in Southeast Texas.
At 4:28 a.m., the Coast Guard Marine Safety Unit in
Galveston received a call from the master of the Grady
Fagan, a 193-foot offshore supply ship, reporting that the
vessel had hit the rig Ocean Star as it was preparing to
unload supplies, Wine said. An unknown amount of diesel
fuel leaked from the ship's 9,000-gallon fuel tank, Wine
said.

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR: This was sent to me
for your enjoyment.

The crash also caused a 2-inch gash in the ship above the
water line, Wine said. There was no damage reported to the
rig.

Dear Fellow Divers, Explorers or Adventure Lovers,
We have published a website on shipwreck discoveries,
expeditions, underwater archaeology and treasures from
the deep.

A Coast Guard jet crew that flew over the site at 11 a.m.
detected no visible pollution.
The owner of the Grady Fagan has hired Marine Spill
Response Corp. to clean up the spill.

The underwater lost treasures website dedicated to all
genuine treasure lovers and scuba divers, underwater
archaeology and maritime history re-discovered.
Feel free to inform your scuba divers community and
visit us without moderation to share your experience at
Lost Treasures of the Seven Seas.

Sent in by Dennis Camp

http://www.oceantreasures.org

It can damage and even kill coral reefs, says a study in the
journal Environmental Health Perspectives. Italian marine
biologists have linked four UV-blocking chemicals in
sunscreens to coral bleaching because they cause viral
infections in the symbiotic algae that live inside
reef
-building coral. The viruses replicate until their algae hosts
explode, infecting neighboring coral. The researchers estimate that 5,000 tons of sunscreen wash off people in
oceans annually, and that up to 10 percent of coral reefs are
threatened by sunscreen-induced bleaching.

Unknown shipwreck stories... Plenty of photos... The
latest news on the subject... Shipwrecks and underwater
treasures recovered all over the World.
Enjoy !
Pascal Kainic
Marine Archives Research Consultant
Website conceptor and administrator
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Email Mr.Bill.Jones@comcast.net for details.
Friday, April, 2008 6:00p-10:00p Lecture Chapter 1 &
2 Clear Lake/Nasa area

Cozumel Mar 12-16 2008
Cozumel May 25 - June 1st 2008

Saturday, April, 2008 8:00a-Noon Knowledge Reviews &
Tests Chapters 1 & 2, Lecture Chapters 3 & 4 Clear Lake/
Nasa area

Belize, Belize Aggressor June 7 – 14 2008
Cozumel June 25-29 2008

Saturday, April, 2008
required Area Pool

Cozumel Sept 3-4 2008

1:00p-6:30p POOL all scuba gear

Bonaire Nov 23-30 2008

Sunday, April, 2008 8:00a-3:30 Knowledge Reviews &
Tests Chapters 3, 4, & 5 and the Final Exam Clear Lake/
Nasa area

Email: rebecca@wwdive.com

Saturday, April, 2008 9:00a-5:00p Open Water Certification
Dives at Blue Lagoon in Huntsville

Contact: Rebecca Jacobs 281.540.1616

COZUMEL $635 pp, dbl occ, tax incl
Vacation & Dive Trip
August 2008 5 Days, 4 Nights
We arrive early enough on Monday to get weighted-out
and dive. We leave late enough on Friday to make
2 dives Thursday morning.

or

August 2008 for 8 Days, 7 Nights
2008 LOCATION

approximately $835 pp, dbl occ, tax inc

August 8th to August 18th, 2008,
(plus Travel days)
Raja Ampats, Indonesia
Primary goal is to be part of the research team for
S.O.L.O. (SAVE OUR LEATHERBACK
OPERATION). $2600

We arrive early enough on Monday to get weighted-out
and dive. We leave late enough on Monday to make
2 dives Sunday morning.

Package Price Includes:

Air Fare, Ground Transportation,
Hotel Accommodations
ALL YOU CAN EAT AND DRINK— Soft Drinks,

Belize

Beer, Wine, Mixed Drinks, Umbrella Drinks, Specialty Drinks, Shots

Honduras

All Taxes, Exit Fees, and Gratuities

Galapagas

Including Mexican Government Taxes, US International
Departure & Arrival Taxes, 9/11 Security Fee,
US Immigration Fees,
US Animal/Plant Health Inspection Fees.

Let us know Where, When, How Many and you'll see that we
can 'GET 'ER DONE'!

One PADI Specialty Diving Certification
(some restrictions & fees apply)

www.captainwaldos.com

Group Diving Deal with PADI Gold Palm Dive Center
(DIVING NOT INCLUDED)

Group Parking Discount at
Bush Intercontinental Airport
Signed Liability Releases Required
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By Captain Randy

COMPANY

Come join me, Captain Randy
Widaman and 13 other guest to
CoCoView Resort on beautiful
Roatan, Bay Island Honduras October 18-25, 2008. The
trip includes round trip airfare from Houston IAH airport,
transfers to and from the resort, 7 nights lodging and 6
days of diving, welcome drink, 3 meals a day, a BBQ
picnic on the cay weather permitting, 2 boat trips per day
with each boat trip having 2 dives each, unlimited beach
diving day or night. We have 6 Ocean Front A/C rooms
and 1 Cabana A/C room reserved. Not included in the
price is Roatans departure tax of $32.32, tips, your bar tab,
land tours, and gifts for the folks back home. We will soon
have a flyer out on the BAD web page
www.bayareadivers.org so check it out under “events”.
For further info call Randy Widaman 281-338-8808
home/fax or 832-264-8047 cell. My email address is
cap10randy@comcast.net. You can also check out Coco
View’s web page at www.cocoviewresort.com I have
been to a lot of places diving and I honesty have to say this
is the best, so come join me for a fun filled week of great
diving and relaxation.

Store Hours
Monday-Saturday 9am7pm
Sunday 12noon-6pm

ALL LEVELS OF SCUBA TRAINING
Basic Snorkeling thru Advanced Technical
Deep Water Aerobics
Indoor Heated Pool on Premise
Equipment from most major manufacture
Computers Tanks Dry Suits BCD’s
Regulators
Wet Suits
Spear fishing
Apparel
Photography
Jewelry
Dive Accessories of all kinds
WORLDWIDE TRAVEL DESTINATIONS
Groups
Individual
Clubs
1307 First Street Humble, TX 77338
Tel: (281) 540-1616 Fax: (281) 446-8861
Email: rebecca@wwdive.com
Website: www.wwdive.com

Remember this
picture?

The FLOWER GARDENS

–

Horse-eyed Jack

February, March, April, August,
September, & October 2008

The Dry Tortugas

– May & June, 2008

New picture!

The CORAL SPAWN at the Flower
Gardens – August 21st thru 24th, 2008 ONLY 20 spaces
left, ACT NOW!

Stetson Bank ONLY Trip – August 28th 29th, 2008
TECH TRIP to Brine Seep – Full Tri-Mix
Charter – Sept 8th thru 10th, 2008

Please email me at
aladyfish@verizon.net
with your answers. The winner will have their name and
information in the newsletter next month.

Act Now! Many of these trips will sell out quickly! ACT
NOW and receive a $25 Gift Certificate from Captain
Waldo’s Aquatic Emporium. Offer ends soon, so ACT
NOW!

Thank you in advance for your participation.
Your editor, Ja Van Pruett

Contact me for details.....or use this link> http://

NOTE: IF you have a picture you want to share with
something interesting. Please contact editor and we will let
others guess at what you have found.

www.spreeexpeditions.com/Default.asp?
ds=Captain+Waldo
Capt Waldo
Aka Dennis Camp
Deadline for article submission for next month is:
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Bay Area Divers
P.O. Box 58404
Houston, TX 77258

Catch us on the web at:

Www.ba y a r ea div er s.or g

Are you thinking about replacing your Club Shirt, or are you a New Member and would like to have a
“BAD” Logo shirt to wear just for fun? I am happy to report that I can help you with all of your
“BAD” Fashion Needs.
There are lots of styles, colors and sizes to choose from.
I can get them made fast and you’ll be ready to go in no time.
BAD Patches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5 ea
Short Sleeve Polo Shirt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$19 ea
Zippered Sweat Shirt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22 ea
Short Sleeve Button Down Dress Shirt . . . . . $27 ea
Long Sleeve Button Down Dress Shirt . . . . . $29 ea
*Prices slightly higher for XX & XXX sizes
Something New - Tee-Shirts ………………$12 ea
(The Tee’s have an Angel Fish Photo on the Front and the BAD Dive Flag on the Back)
See me about the possibility of putting your favorite photo on the front. Available in all sizes.
I also have catalogs with of lots of other items you can purchase. Another item that we have available is “BAD” Logo
patches. You can sew these on a jacket or bag that you already have.
If you are interested in any of these items, see me at the next club meeting or you can contact me, Verna Shannon, by e
-mail me at butch@pdq.net
Display your club logo with pride; it’s

GOOD TO BE “BAD”.
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