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NEWS FROM
The "Get Wet” Club

Social

Randy Smith
conducts local

July 2008

July 30th, 2008
startsat 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm

of Sports Diversin Webster. Captain Randy
boat chartersto go rig diving, to see the ship

the VA FOGG and the Liberty Ship. Learn more about what there

isto see and do

on our beautiful Texas Coast. As an additional

treat, Sport Divers will share pictures and information about their
Junior Divers Scuba Camp for kids 10 years old and up. This
presentation should be alot of fun.
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July
JaVan Pruett 5
Don Eubanks 9
Linda Furlong 9
Jill Gunnaway 9
Rick Heiman 15
Natascha Cox 25
Thomas Walker 27

COME VISIT and DIVE
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS

Bay Area Divers meet at Clear Lake Park, 5001 NASA Road 1 at
7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!

B.A.D. Board of Directors meet at Don Julio's M exican
Restaurant & Cantina, 2900 East Nasa Parkway, Seabrook, TX
77586. Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. on the first

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.
All members are welcome.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

August 10th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://www.bayareadivers.org

PRESIDENT'S CORNER :8- Wl &)

By: Jim Delane
Hello BADdies,

We are well into summer, the water is warm and if you
haven't been out blowing bubbles - it is your own fault.
Bay AreaDiversis doing its monthly local lake dive and
everyone is welcome - divers and non-divers. Do far we
have done the Twin Lakes, Blue Lagoon, and Mammoth
Lake and have scheduled 288 Lake (formerly the Reef /
Tiki Lake) for August 17th. Also, some members have
been going out to these parks on their own. For more
information on directions, location, etc. - you can find it
on the website bayareadivers.org and clicking on the
‘Lake Diving' tab on the left side navigation bar. A lot of
people have been going on vacation to exotic places. If
you happen to be one of those lucky people, then
forward me some pictures and a little blurb about your
experience and | will get it posted on the web. That way,
we can al share in your experience. | want to thank
Christie Emerson for stepping up and taking the Vice
President position. She is energetic and has some great
ideas to improve the club and make it more fun. The
SCUBA Divers Market and Expo is scheduled for Sept
20 and is coming fast. | will need some help in key
positions. | will be sending out an email outlining what
is needed. The Market is the main fund raiser for the
club. | appreciate al the help that the membership
provides.

Have a wonderful summer! Dive Safe - Dive Often!

Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors

President  Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org

V. President Christi Emerson crazamora@earthlink.net

Secretary  Sandee Roguemore Morerogus@aol.com

Treasurer  Steve Giesler steve.giesler@gmail.com

Editor Ja Van Pruett aladyfish@verizon.net

Board Randy Widaman caplOrandy@comcast.net

Board Dennis R. Camp DCamp@HibexIntl.com

Board PeeWee (Rodney) Dwire  Rodney.Dwire@lyondellbasell.com
Webmaster: Jim Delane Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org
Bartender:  Christi Emerson crazamora@earthlink.net
Sales: Tami Thomas tamijo63@comcast.net

Deadline for article submission for next month is:
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New Members
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Steve M orrison and his
wife Micheleis not
pictured. They livein
League City and Steve has
been diving since 1993.

Steve Morrison

Mei-Hwa Ferguson lives
in Friendswood and has been
diving one month.

Mei-Haw Ferguson

Anne & Ken Paine

Anne and Ken Paine livein Nassau Bay and they
have been diving for 1 year.

August 10th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net
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Diver off Get Involved
the Month € ontest

We are going into our fourth year for this con-
test. Every time your name/or picture has been
entered in the newsletter you will receive a point.
The way to get you name in the newsletter is to
Get Involved. We have several events coming up
& need chair people. The Winner's will be
announced in the January 2009 Newsletter and
at that time you will receive your gift. This is

Steve Gieder WePutthe FU N
In FU N draiser!

Starting in July, we will be having new

Steve Gieder has been diving for 35 years. He
learned to dive while in Marine graduate school at

Port Aransas doing fish research. He became a 50/50 Raffle at meetings.
member of BAD in the early eighties and has been It's easy to play and you can win cash.
on many club sponsored trips from Mexico & . .

Central America to the Flower Gardens and Texas Simply buy a t-|cket for a dollar or 6 for
lakes. In 1994, during a stretch of unemployment five dollars,

he decided to use his airline miles & fly to And at the end of the meeting,

Australia and New Zealand. While on the East
coast of Australia he was compelled to dive the
Great Barrier reef on a4 day live aboard boat. The
main difference diving there is that the aquatic life
fish & clams are much bigger-than say Cozumel--
but not as many.

the winner gets half the pot!

New Members Only Pay $7.50

_ _ 2008 Dues are only $7.50 from July 1%
He is currently serving as the club Treasurer and to the end of the year!

has served this position in the past as well as be- Bringafriend or 2 or 5 and they can try usout
ing on the Board of Directors. for half theprice!!!

@ @]D))) EETHNG | ets have more fr iends GET WET!

Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join

At the last General Meeting

us for our next meeting TUESDAY , August 5th, 2008 at Wednesday - June 25, 2008
7:00 PM a Don Julio's Mexican Restaurant & Our guest speaker was Bar bara Thompson
Cantina, 2900 East Nasa Parkway, Seabrook, TX 77586. with Dive Pirates.

Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. Everyoneis
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone's
participation and your input. Come earlier if you
would like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the
mesting.

Her presentation informed and educated us about their about
their goals and successes in creating an adaptive diver
program. Dive Pirates is dedicated to providing Adaptive
Divers the opportunity and ability to share in the priceless

3 booty of Scuba Diving in the Caribbean.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:  August 10th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net



The 'Value' of Protecting Whales  Say No to Offshore Drilling

Sent in by Jim Ward

As opponents of whaling agree to seek an arrangement
with countries who still hunt, Richard Black at the
International Whaling Commission meeting in Chile
reflects on our relationship with whales and with nature
in general.

The question of how we vaue nature is
going to become much bigger politically
over the next few years

The'right' whale

The question of how we
value nature is going to
become much bigger|

Right whales in the northern hemisphere
weigh up to 80 tons. These huge beasts
originally got their name because they
swam slowly and floated after being killed, making them
the right whales to hunt. Right whales have not been
hunted for years now, but the North Atlantic species is
probably heading for extinction  because ships - nota-
bly US ones - keep colliding with them.

politically over the next|
few years

So the campaign group, the High North Alliance from
northern Norway, now suppose there is a, an imaginary
conversation between President George Bush and a top
adviser, Ms Condoleezza Rice discussing the right whale
plight.

"How can we save these critters?" asks the president.

Ms Rice replies. "Well, sir, well have to shut down lots
of US shipping, dramatically reduce speed limits, restrict
vessels to areas that are really inconvenient and spend
millions of dollars in research to see how we can build
up the population of these whales."

At which Mr Bush concludes: "The right whale? Sounds
like the wrong whale to me, Condi. Go criticise those
Japanese some more."

The'forgotten' whale

To the High North Alliance, the US is guilty of
hypocrisy. It wants to save some whales at the right
price. But, once the price becomes too high, once
shipping or climate change enter as threats, the right
whale quickly becomes the wrong whale.

| cannot help feeling that we risk losing what nature is, if
we couch its value in human terms.

4

Since 1981 the U.S. has held a moratorium
on oil and gas development in parts of the [
Outer Continental Shelf (OCS), thereby
protecting ecosystems and wildlife from the
industrialization of our oceans. Congress is voting on a
measure that would lift the moratorium, unnecessarily
opening up new areas of the seafor drilling.

Drilling in the OCS will place rigs in currently protected
places, and it will require onshore infrastructure such as
pipelines, roads and ports. Our oceans provide essential
habitat for fish and wildlife, support coastal economies and
tourism, while also accounting for more than half of the
nation's GDP and more than 60 million jobs, all of which
will be endangered if the moratorium is lifted.

Oil companies don't need access to more areas. Oil
companies are currently only producing oil from 18 percent
of the areas they own. According to the Department of
Energy, even if they were able to drill in the OCS, it would
not have a significant impact on domestic crude oil and
natural gas production or prices before 2030.

To receive updates like this directly from Oceana, sign up
to be aWaveMaker at: community.oceana.org/join

Congress is expected to vote on the measure that would lift
the moratorium in the next few weeks. So please take
action to protect our coastlines today.

Sea Turtle Tidbits

Sent in by Dennis Camp

e

SeaTurtlesin U.S. Waters N

There are six species of sea turtles that swim in U.S.
waters. All six are listed as either threatened or endangered
under the U.S. Endangered Species Act and are threatened
by human activities, including being caught by fishing
gear.

Sea Turtles do not have a sex when they are laid; the heat
of the sand that they are laid in determines their sex. Sand
with a temperature of more than 27°C (80° F) produces
more females. Cooler sand produces more males!

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

August 10th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net


http://takeaction.oceana.org/t/6207/campaign.jsp?
campaign_KEY=25056
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/
from_our_own_correspondent/7474109.stm

IFE I THE BALANCE: Core Rl A Desliiy Introducing MISS-SCUBA. com

Government Report Says Pollution and Climate Changes

Threaten Coral Reefs By CLAYTON SANDELL
July 7, 2008 Sent in by: Jim Ward

Coral reefs — a key element in ocean ecosystems that
provide not only coastline protection but billions of dollarsin
benefits from tourism, as well as ingredients used in cutting-
edge medicines — are increasingly threatened from the
effects of global warming and other hazards, according to a
new U.S. government report.

A government report estimates that nearly
half of the coral reefs in areas from the
Caribbean to the Pacific are threatened by
climate change, pollution and tropical
storms.

(Getty Images)

The report estimates that nearly half of the cora reefs in
areas from the Caribbean to the Pacific "are not in good
condition and are continuing steadily on a long-term
decline."

"It's a pretty alarming situation,” said Jeannette Waddell, the
report's co-editor and a marine biologist with the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Ocean
Service. "Coral reefs around the world are confronted by the
same types of threats. In some places it is worse. In some
places, it's dightly better. But we're finding that even remote
reefs are showing signs of decline," she told ABC News. The
NOAA report looked at the health of cora reefsin 15 areas
under the jurisdiction of the United States and a group of
countries called the Pacific Freely Associated States, which
include Palau, the Marshall Islands and Micronesia.

A major threat facing coras is climate change, the report
says, which affects coral reefsin multiple ways.

First, warmer ocean temperatures cause corals to expel the
colorful living agae in their tissues, leaving them with a
"bleached” white look. "It really stresses out the coral and
makes them more susceptible to things like disease,” Waddell
said.

A major bleaching and disease event in 2005 devastated coral
reefs across the Caribbean. In the U.S. Virgin Islands and
Puerto Rico, scientists say an average of 50 percent of the
coral was lost. Some areas lost 90 percent of their coral.

Another problem for corals is that human-induced climate
change is altering the chemistry of the oceans, making them
more acidic. It happens as fossil fuels are burned, releasing
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere. Much of that carbon
dioxide is absorbed by the ocean, which "If the ocean contin-
ues to acidify, it's possible that it would preclude corals from
growing, which would spell disaster for costal communities."

Deadline for article submission for next month is:
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Sent in by: Dennis Camp
New website designed exclusively for FEMALE divers

Hello from Miss-Scuba.com:

In the six months that we've published female-friendly
travel information, we've received wonderfully encourag-
ing notes from around the world. Thank You! We felt
encouraged and implemented a few new features. We
believe it will beto your liking.

First, we want to introduce FIND YOUR FEMALE
INSTRUCTOR, STORE OWNER, GEAR EXPERT OR
DIVE BUDDY AROUND THE WORLD! Here you can
find information about girls from all over the world. We
had several requests to introduce dive girls to each-other
as one from LA was traveling to Costa Rica, read a story
about it at our web site, and wanted to contact the author
with further questions. From now, you can post your
contact info as well as alink to your website, if you have
one. Please link back to Miss Scuba in that case. Just
drop me an e-mail!

Be A Frequent-Flyer Diver :

Sent in by Dennis Camp

As a sidebar to our discovery of a dive operation on
Belize's Tobacco Caye, we reported on how to use
those frequent-flyer miles. "Plan 10 to 11 months
beforehand, because most airlines open frequent flyer
reservations about 330 days in advance. | use
Northwest miles, which also work on Continental and
Delta, two airlines with lots of Caribbean and Latin
American flights. When | fly Continental or Delta, | put
the miles on my Northwest account so they are concen-
trated in one pot. By booking close to that opening gate,
I've been able to get the exact or approximate dates to
the Caribbean locations | want, using 35,000 miles.

If | have to cancel or change a trip, Northwest charges
only $50 to get my miles back. By booking way ahead,
| haven't paid for a ticket to the Caribbean in years."
And if you can travel at the last minute, under booked
flights get freed up for frequent-flyer use about two
weeks before takeoff.

August 10th, 2008 E-Mail aladyfish@verizon.net
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id=5321360&page=2
http://www.miss-scuba.com/
szilvia_web_aboutus.html

This is limited to those 2nd stages/octopus that have not under-
gone an authorized annual service.

Sent in by Dennis Camp

It has come to our attention that an incorrectly assembled
2nd stage has been purchased. If you have an Apeks
regulator or octopus that has never had an authorized an-
nual service, regardless of how recently purchased, please
take the regulator/octopus to your Apeks deder to be visu-
ally inspected.

All Apeks dedlers and distributors have been made aware
of this issue. Do not dive with the regulator until it has
been visually inspected. Apeks apologizes for any incon-
venience this may cause.

For more details;ontact your APEKS representative.

Recall Involves certain TITAN/CONSHELF DIN HANDWHEEL
RETAINERS

Sent in by Dennis Camp

Aqua Lung was recently informed about the breakage,
under pressure, of a TITAN/CONSHELF DIN HAND-
WHEEL RETAINER weakened during service by manual
torque loads superior to the recommended values.

Aqua Lung asks al the owners of TITAN DIN regulators
whose serial number is lower than 6062501 or TITAN/
CONSHELF DIN adaptors that are marked 300 BAR
MAX to return their regulator to their Aqua Lung author-
ized retailer for an upgrade. The corrective action is re-
placement of the brass DIN HANDWHEEL RETAINER
by another stainless steel DIN HANDWHEEL RE-
TAINER marked 300 BAR MAXI.This replacement is
made under warranty.

For more detailszontact your Aqua Lung representative)

Sent in by Dennis Camp

If you're holding tickets to anywhere in the Caribbean,
reconfirm those flights right up to your departure day. The
rising cost of jet fuel will seriously affect the Caribbean
because floundering American Airlines controls much of
the market; for example, it will cut daily flights out of San
Juan from 93 to 51. Spirit Airlines will close its San Juan
hub, and Continental Airlines will soon announce destina-
tion and flight cuts. Smaller idlands are asking LIAT and
Air Jamaica to increase flights and coordinate schedules to
fill the gaps. On the bright side, JetBlue plans to add daily
flights to Puerto Rico this fal, and Virgin Atlantic may
also add extra U.S. flights to the Caribbean.

by: Cindy on Jul 14, 2008 AP02:19 PM Posted

Diving at the ancient antiquity site at
YavneYam, just south of Tel-Aviv,
David Shalom, a lifeguard,
unearthed a 2,500 year old rare
marble discus. The discus was used

to protect ships from the 'evil eye
and to date only four such items
have been found worldwide...

The marble discus, dating back to 400-500 BC, measures
approximately 5 inches, is flat on one side and convex on
the other with a hole perforated in the centre of it. The
remains of two circles are painted around the centre and
represents the pupil of an eye. It would have been held to
the hull of the ship by a bronze nail or lead coupling and
is known in Greece as an ophtalmoi, two such items
would have been on the ship acting as the eyes for
navigation. Greek ships till often paint these eyes on
their sea going vessels a well as Portugal, Malta and the
Far East.

Other objects were found which were used on the ancient
ships include an oven for cooking that is made of lead,
grindstones, stone bowls, fishing gear (bronze hooks
weights for fishing nets and lead plumbs for measuring
the depth of the seabed), as well as storage jars, ampho-
rae, bowls and cooking pots that date to the Late Bronze
Age, Persian, Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine perig

Source: Arutz Sheva

lead

ds.

Deadline for article submission for next month is:

August 10th, 2008
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