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COME VISIT and DIVE 
WITH YOUR FRIENDS and NEIGHBORS   

  Bay Area Divers meet at Chabuca’s 316 W NASA Rd 1, Webster, TX        
77598 at 7:30 pm the last Wednesday of each month (except December).   

GUESTS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME!  

B.A.D. Board of Directors meeting at Don Julio's Mexican     
Restaurant & Cantina, 2900 East NASA Parkway, Seabrook, 
TX 77586. Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. on the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm.  
All members are welcome. 

      
  September              
            8            BAD BOD Meeting              
      12-19         CoCo Trip– Randy Widaman 
         30            BAD General Membership Meeting  

  October              
            6            BAD BOD Meeting              
        3,4 Trashfest—Lanelle & Paul    

   Hanagriff 
         10 Divers Market—Neil Lowery   
         28            BAD General Membership Meeting  

  November              
           3             BAD BOD Meeting              
         14 35th Anniversary Party—Randy       
                            Widman   
         25            BAD General Membership Meeting 
         26            Happy Thanksgiving   

   December    NO CLUB MEETING          
            1            BAD BOD Meeting              

         25            M erry Christmas   

2010 
   January              
            5            BAD BOD Meeting              
         27           BAD General Membership Meeting   

           

    WEBSITE:       
www.bayareadivers.org

 

     

The BAD Calendar 

September 30th, 2009  - General Meeting 
Social starts at 7pm - Meeting at 7:30pm  

Chabuca’s on NASA Rd. 1, Webster, TX

    

Speaker of the Month — is Barbara Thompson with  
Dive Pirates. 

Her presentation will inform and educate about their goals  
and successes. Dive Pirates is dedicated to providing Adaptive 

Divers the opportunity and ability to share in the priceless  
booty of Scuba Diving in the Caribbean.  

Come and see how Scuba can help people with a variety of  
disabilities and how divers can contribute to this worthy cause. 

September 

Robert Bucher  2 
Tammy Moseley 2 
Shelby Dill 3 
Patti Tuey 3 
Meyar Newlin 6 
George Erchinger 11 
Jeff Gordon 13 
James Parker 13 
Alexis Jenkins 16 

Alexis Richardson 16 
Kenneth Kamman 16 
Al Kinnard 16 
Frank Resch 18 
Madeleine Barnes 22 
Jeni Taylor 22 
Cindy Moore 25 
John Van Atta 26 
Lanelle Hanagriff 26 

http://www.bayareadivers.org
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Bay Area Divers Officers & Directors 

  

  President      Jim Delane                        Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org  

  V. President  Christine Zamora               crazamora@earthlink.net

 

   
  Secretary      Sandee Roquemore          Moreroqus@aol.com

   

  Treasurer      Steve Giesler                steve.giesler@gmail.com 
   
  Editor            Ja Van Pruett                    aladyfish@verizon.net  

  Board            Randy Widaman               cap10randy@comcast.net   

  Board            Lanelle Hanagriff               lhanagriff@gmail.com   

  Board            Paul Hanagriff                   paulhanagriff@gmail.com

   

  Webmaster:   Jim Delane                  Jimdelane@bayareadivers.org  

  Sales:            Christine Zamora         crazamora@earthlink.net 

     WEBSITE:  www.bayareadivers.org.  
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Meetings ARE OPEN TO All, so come on out and join 
us for our next meeting TUESDAY, October  6th, 2009 
at 7:00 PM at Don Julio's Mexican Restaurant &      
Cantina, 2900 East NASA Parkway, Seabrook, TX 77586. 
Which is between Kirby Blvd. and Hwy 146. Everyone is             
encouraged to attend as we appreciate everyone’s         
participation and your input. Come earlier if you would 
like to eat and visit with some of us prior to the meeting. 

By: Jim Delane                     

I hope that everyone had a wonderful summer. The club 
did a lot of local diving and there were some great trips 
taken.   

October promises to be a very busy month. We start off 
with TrashFest Comal River cleanup on Saturday        
Oct 3rd. I do not have the final numbers but it looks like 
we will have at least 4 teams participating. The following 
week is the BAD Annual Divers Market. This is the main 
source of revenue for the club. The funds that this event 
generates helps to pay for door prizes, food and drinks at 
our events, the contributions that we annually give to 
dive related charities, help subsidize the cost of the      
Annual Banquet, the cost of putting on the Divers Market 
and the many other expenses incurred by the club. Please 
come out and help. We have a morning shift and         
afternoon shift. We need help loading in the vendors, 
working the market and loading out. If you have a dolly 
please bring it in the morning. If you cannot work a full 
shift. Please help out for an hour or to give people a 
break. As a member of Bay Area Divers, you get into this 
event for free. We do appreciate any help you give.  

The Annual Banquet date has been changed to Saturday, 
November 14th. It will still be at Monument Inn. The  
issue we ran into was that the room was too small for the 
anticipated number of people that will attend. This is a 
fun event with great food. At the event, we will present 
the Diver of the Year Award and draw for the 50/50  
prize money gift certificate. As a BAD member, you are      

entered in the drawing if you have participated in club 
events such as meetings.   

The time for the Board of Directors elections is coming 
up fast. All positions on the Board are open. Many of the 
members will not be running again so we need people 
who are interested in helping run the club to step up. I 
have been President for 2 years and that is the term limi-
tation. The positions on the Board include President, Vice
-President, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor, Membership Di-
rector and General Directors. We also need a couple of 
people who is not running to supervise the elections. The 
elections will occur at the November meeting.  

It has been a great year and it is not over yet. We have a 
lot of fun things coming up and I look forward to seeing 
everyone there.  

Dive Safe – Dive Often 
Jim Delane 

We Put the FUN

 

In FUNdraiser!

  

50/50 Raffle at meetings. 

It's easy to play and you can win cash. 

Simply buy a ticket for a dollar or  

6 for  five dollars, 

And at the end of the meeting,  

the winner gets half the pot! 

Linda Woodward was August Winner

 

http://www.bayareadivers.org
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New Members -

 
Keith Seiser  

It's a new year with new fun activities for Bay Area      
Divers.  Started this January, B.A.D. will be giving     
participation tickets to members for events throughout 
the year. With the proceeds from the 50/50 raffles at the  
meetings, B.A.D will award the winner of the            
participation  raffle a gift certificate to Maximum Scuba 
with a minimum balance of $300 at the Anniversary 
Dinner in November. Depending on the success of the 
50/50 raffles, this amount could significantly increase. 
The more you participate, the better your odds of      
winning.  

In order to get a ticket put in the drawing, members can 
do a number of things: 
1. Become a new member or renew membership. 
2. Attend a monthly meeting, board of directors       
       meeting or Texas Gulf Coast Counsel meeting. 
3.   Attend a club sponsored event or outing. 
4.   Bring a guest. 
5.   Volunteer to bring food or door prizes. 
6. Submit an article or picture for the newsletter 
7.    Submit an article or picture for the website.  

Q:  Is swimming good for your figure?  

A:  If swimming is good for the figure, explain whales to 
me. 

Doctor’s Advice: 

BAD now has a Facebook page…  

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/
group.php?gid=136087653245&ref=ts

 
Tr a sh Fest  2009   

Saturday, October 3, 2009  
New Braunfels, Texas 

Bay Area Divers is 

 
putting together teams. 

 
Get with Lanelle and Paul Hanagriff —

lhanagriff@gmail.com

 
and get on a team!  

TGCC sponsors TRASHFEST

 

and it is the oldest 
Divers environmental clean up campaign in the nation is 
Texas’ annual TrashFest, in New Braunfels, on the    
scenic Comal River. After the tubing season winds 
down, divers from around the state gather to pull cans, 
shoes, sunglasses and other assorted trash and debris out 
of the river. It’s our little way of showing that we care, 
while enjoying a great day of diving and meeting divers 
from all over.   

All in all, last year their were 398 participants,            
registered, this was the most in 10 years and collected 
3,679 lbs in aggregate weight, plus an additional 3,562 
bottles/cans/cups and 149 shoes/ sunglasses that were 
counted. The participants took home over $27,000 in 
door prizes at the BBQ dinner. Plus winning teams took 
home the coveted “Super Scooper” t-shirts for the most 
trash collected, the most unusual item found, and more! 
Check out the door prizes for 2009 at http://
www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest/awards.html. They include 
Bonaire, the Gristmill and more.  

The cost is $10 per person, this gets you on the team, a 
BBQ dinner, registration for the door prizes and a     
custom BAD T-shirt! You have to be a member of Bay 
Area Divers to participate. This includes the cost of    
registration and a custom BAD T-shirt for the event! 
The deadline is September 24th so reserve your spot on 
a team and your t-shirt today.   

Remember each team may have up to 8 members. 
Since 2 members have to be on the shore at all times,         
non-divers are welcome too!  So get your friends,     
family, or coworkers together and sign up today!    

Would like to thank Paul & Lanelle Hanagriff   
For purchasing your wonderful door prizes from  

for the club for the month of August. 
There were lots of winners

 

So you see — sometimes it pays to go to  
the meeting. 
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Tr a sh Fest  2009   
Saturday, October 3, 2009  

New Braunfels, Texas 
Bay Area Divers is 

 
putting together teams. 

 
Get with Lanelle and Paul Hanagriff —

lhanagriff@gmail.com

 
and get on a team!  

TGCC sponsors TRASHFEST

 

and it is the oldest 
Divers environmental clean up campaign in the nation is 
Texas’ annual TrashFest, in New Braunfels, on the    
scenic Comal River. After the tubing season winds 
down, divers from around the state gather to pull cans, 
shoes, sunglasses and other assorted trash and debris out 
of the river. It’s our little way of showing that we care, 
while enjoying a great day of diving and meeting divers 
from all over.   

All in all, last year their were 398 participants,            
registered, this was the most in 10 years and collected 
3,679 lbs in aggregate weight, plus an additional 3,562 
bottles/cans/cups and 149 shoes/ sunglasses that were 
counted. The participants took home over $27,000 in 
door prizes at the BBQ dinner. Plus winning teams took 
home the coveted “Super Scooper” t-shirts for the most 
trash collected, the most unusual item found, and more! 
Check out the door prizes for 2009 at http://
www.tgccdiving.org/trashfest/awards.html. They include 
Bonaire, the Gristmill and more.  

The cost is $10 per person, this gets you on the team, a 
BBQ dinner, registration for the door prizes and a     
custom BAD T-shirt! You have to be a member of Bay 
Area Divers to participate. This includes the cost of    
registration and a custom BAD T-shirt for the event! 
The deadline is September 24th so reserve your spot on 
a team and your t-shirt today.   

Remember each team may have up to 8 members. 
Since 2 members have to be on the shore at all times,         
non-divers are welcome too!  So get your friends,     
family, or coworkers together and sign up today!    

Would like to thank Paul & Lanelle Hanagriff   
For purchasing your wonderful door prizes from  

for the club for the month of August. 
There were lots of winners

 

So you see — sometimes it pays to go to  
the meeting. 

At the last General Meeting: 
Wednesday - August 29, 2009  

THANK YOU! Bay Area Divers sends a message of 
gratitude to Rod and Sharla Knoll with H.E.A.R.T. for 
sharing their knowledge and insight about Kemp-Ridley 
turtles and other endangered sea turtles on the Texas 

Coast at our August meeting.  If you missed their      
presentation, please make sure to visit their booth at the 

34th Annual B.A.D. Scuba Divers Market and Expo on 
October 10th.  

Are you thinking about replacing your Club Shirt, or 
are you a New Member and would  like to have a “BAD” 

Logo shirt to wear just for fun?    

I am happy to report that I can help you with 
all of your “BAD” Fashion Needs.    

There are lots of styles, colors and  
sizes to choose from.   

I can get them made fast and you’ll be ready  
to go in no time.   

BAD Patches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 5 ea                                                      
Short Sleeve Polo Shirt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $19 ea 
Zippered Sweat Shirt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $22 ea 
Short Sleeve Button Down Dress Shirt . . . . . $27 ea 
Long Sleeve Button Down Dress Shirt . . . . . $29 ea  

*Prices slightly higher for XX & XXX sizes    

New Items  - Tee-Shirts ………………$12 ea  
  Bumper Stickers…...……$ 1 ea or 3 for $2.00 

(The Tee’s have an Angel Fish Photo on the Front   and 
the BAD Dive Flag on the Back) 

See me about the possibility of putting your favorite photo 
on the front. Available in all sizes.  

I also have catalogs with of lots of other items you can 
purchase.  Another item that we have available is “BAD” 
Logo patches.  You can sew these on a jacket or bag that 

you already have.  

If you are interested in any of these items, see me at the 
next club meeting or you can contact me,  

by e-mail Christi Zamora:  crazamora@earthlink.net.   
     Display your club logo with pride;  

it’s  GOOD TO BE “BAD”. 
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Bay Area Divers will present its 34th Annual SCUBA 
Divers Market & Expo on Saturday October 10th, 2009 
at Cap Landholt Pavilion, 5000 NASA Parkway (4.5 
miles east of Gulf Freeway IH-45) in Clear Lake,     
Houston, Texas from 10 AM to  PM. 

Digital slideshow presentation seminars from local and 
national conservation organizations and dive related   
subjects will be conducted from 11am until 3pm.  

Excellent deals on new and used diving equipment and 
accessories. Dive shops from all over Texas and national 
marine conservation organizations will be represented. 
Learn about national and local marine conservation     
efforts and pick up scuba gear at a discount.  

Door Prizes. Food & drinks available.  $5.00 admission 
charge. 
Additional information can be found on the website 
at  www.bayareadivers.org

 

For more information contact Neil Lowery (281) or        e
-mail diversmarket@bayareadivers.org

  

If you would like a link from our website to yours, please 
contact Jim Delane and we will be glad to include your 
link.  

Thank you.     
Neil Lowery 
Bay Area Divers - Market Chairperson    
PO Box 58404 
Houston, Texas 77258 
Website: http://www.bayareadivers.org

 
Maximum Scuba 
Craig Shannon  
The Dive Shop 

HEART 
John Thomas 
Earthwatch 

Byron Peden 
TMMSN 

Debby Mcbride 
David Romano 
Barbara Clay 
WW Diving 

Ascuba Venture 
Mike McReynolds 

Gigglin Marlins 
Gigglin Marlins Club 

CORAL 
CHUM 
HUC 

Dive N Sail Sports 
Moody Gardens  

Sheila Barron,Rachael Holmes 
Surface Inrerval Clothing 

Scubaland Adventures 
Austin Aqua Sports 

Cloud 9 Divers 
For more information contact info@bayareadivers.org
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Mass. officials place electronic tags on 2 great white sharks 
for first time in Atlantic Ocean  

BOSTON September 6, 2009 (AP)                     The Associated Press  

Sent in by Jim Ward  

Massachusetts officials are using high-tech tags to track 
the movements of two great white sharks near Cape Cod 
— the first time the fearsome fish have ever been tagged in 
the Atlantic Ocean.  

The electronic tag uses satellite tech-
nology to record the travels of the 
sharks, allowing scientists to better 
understand their migratory patterns.  

The sharks were spotted Saturday by 
scientists investigating sightings off Monomoy Island in 
Chatham. Officials say a harpooner tagged them with help 
from a state shark expert.  

Sharks are common in Cape waters during summer, though 
great white sharks are relatively rare around New England, 
the division statement said, but have been seen feeding 
near seal colonies.  

State officials have warned area swimmers to be on the 
lookout for sharks this weekend, and state environmental 
police are patrolling the area as a precaution.   

Massachusetts

 

has recorded only four shark attacks since 
1670, two of which were fatal. The last fatal shark attack in 
Massachusetts happened in 1936.  

Researchers have also tagged great white sharks off the 
coast of South Africa.  

11:21 AM CDT on Wednes-
day, September 2, 2009 
khou.com staff report                        
Sent in by Jim Delane  

GALVESTON, Texas – A 
young dolphin found stranded 
on a Texas beach last year has 
a new home.   

Toby, a bottlenose dolphin, has been recovering at the 
Moody Gardens Holding  Facility in Galveston for the past 
year.  He was moved to his new home in Florida via charter 
plane late last month.   

The Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network rescued 
Toby off the coast of Corpus Christi in November 2008  
after he was discovered on a beach, suffering from shark 
bites and pneumonia.   

“Toby had some fresh open shark bites on his body. He was 
very thin and we found severe pneumonia in his lungs,” said 
Heidi Whitehead, State Operations Coordinator of TMMSN.   

That’s when Moody Gardens stepped in, offering Toby a 
temporary home during his rehabilitation.  The TMMSN 
facility in Galveston was unable to take him, having       
sustained considerable damage during Ike.   

“We were happy to help TMMSN with rehabilitation of this 
animal,” said Moody Gardens Animal Husbandry Manager 
Greg Whittaker. “We know firsthand how important it is to 
help each other out in a time of need.”   

A team of TMMSN and Moody Gardens staff and           
volunteers devoted thousands of hours to Toby’s around-the
-clock care.   

Though he gained healthy weight and made other remark-
able improvements, Toby was deemed non-releasable, due 
to his young age and medical conditions. Whitehead said 
marine mammals usually stay with their mothers until they 
are 2 to 3 years old.   

Toby is now living at Theater of the Sea in the Florida 
Keys.  It’s home to a number of other dolphins for Toby to 
befriend, as well as a matriarch dolphin that could help him 
out as he continues to mature.   

TMMSN usually rescues five to 10 marine mammals a year, 
and they said only about 50 percent of them survive.   

“Usually you can tell within the first couple weeks on how 
they respond to treatment if they are going to survive. Many 
times they are so ill that they cannot come back from their 
sickness,” said Whitehead. “It’s rewarding when you see 
one like Toby come back.”                                                    
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The University of Washington Libraries offers 21,000        
digitized images of freshwater and marine life taken from 
1735-1924 from various publications. Visitors can browse by 
collection and subject, or enter search criteria. There are also 
links to other sources for digital images. The Freshwater and 
Marine Image Bank is an ongoing digital collection of images 
related to freshwater and marine topics, in all their diversity. 
It includes images of fish, shellfish, and marine mammals,    
pictures of fish hatcheries and dams and vessels, materials 
related to polar exploration, regional and traditional fisheries, 
and limnological (freshwater) subjects. Its scope is global.   

http://content.lib.washington.edu/fishweb/index.html

  

SOURCE: Information Exchange for Marine Educators 

http://content.lib.washington.edu/fishweb/index.html
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By ERIC BERGER HOUSTON CHRONICLE  
Sept. 21, 2009, 11:50AM                

Sent in by Jim Delane and  
Jim Ward  

The squid caught in the Gulf 
of Mexico was 20 feet long. 
The species can grow as long 
as twice that.  

Scientists trawling 1,500 feet deep in the Gulf of Mexico, 
off the coast of Louisiana,  have netted a 20-foot giant 
squid, only the second such find in the Gulf.  

“This was beyond everyone's expectations,” said Deborah 
Epperson, the U.S. Minerals Management Service biologist 
leading the study.  

Only once—in 1954, when a giant squid was found dead at 
the surface—has such a an animal been sighted in the Gulf.  

The new specimen, weighing 103 pounds, was found during 
a preliminary survey of the Gulf during which scientists 
hope to identify the types of fish and squid that sperm 
whales feed on.  

The squid, like other deep catches, was dead when brought 
to the surface because the animals can't survive the rapid 
changes in water depth as they are hauled in. Scientists at 
the Smithsonian Museum in Washington are studying the 
specimen further to determine its exact species.  

Giant squid can grow up to 40 feet in length, and because 
scientists know so little about them, they're not sure if the 
Gulf specimen is a full-grown adult, Epperson said.  

Giant squid live around the globe, found typically near   
continental slopes. They are relatively rare in tropical and 
polar latitudes.  

The animals are believed to feed on other species of squid as 
well as smaller fish. Sperm whales are the giant squid's only 
known predators.  

The recent find has heightened expectations for a more  
thorough Gulf cruise to identify sperm whale prey that    
begins in January and will run through March, Epperson 
said. The two-year, $550,000 study is sponsored by the 
Minerals Management Service and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration.  

“This really heightens the fact of how little we know about 
what's in the Gulf of Mexico, and the diversity in the deep 
water,” she said. “We just can't be sure of what we will 
find.”  
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September 3, 2009  

Marine-related  scholarships  are  being  offered  by 
Seaspace, Inc. SEASPACE is a 501(3)(c) organization. 
The SEASPACE Permanent  Education  Fund  earnings  
and  private  donations endow  scholarships  specifically  
in support of marine-related courses  of  study.  Financial  
assistance  has  been provided to more  than 332 students 
enrolled  in  accredited  colleges  and universities 
throughout the United States. Approximately 75% of  past  
awards  have  been  to  graduate  students,  with  the rest  
going  to  undergraduates.  Majors have included marine 
sciences, marine biology, wildlife and fisheries, environ-
mental  toxicology, biological oceanography, genetics, 
ocean   engineering,  aquaculture  and  zoology  with   
marine  mammal applications.  

The scholarships are open to undergraduate students    
entering their junior or senior years and graduate students 
with an overall GPA of at least 3.3/4.0 and demonstrating 
financial need. Students must be enrolled or accepted  full
-time in an accredited US college or university        begin-
ning  with  the  2009  fall term. United States citizen 
Ship is not a requirement.  

The application document must be received no later than 
11:59 PM, February 1, 2010 to be eligible for considera-
tion, regardless of mailing date. Electronic/e-mail entries 
will be accepted (single pdf files preferred). Late arrivals 
will not be returned to the sender nor will they be scored. 
The application will be available on the SEASPACE  
website at www.seaspace.org

 

by mid September, 2009. In   
order to keep administrative costs down, there will be no    
Mailout unless the requies is accompanied by a self-
addressed, stamped envelope.  Inquires may be directed to 
Jesse Cancelmo at j.cancelmo@sbcglobal.net

  

Winners will be notified by email in mid April, 2010     
regarding the results of the competition.  

PLEASE USE CURRENT FORMS ONLY!!! 
Current applications are marked "Revised 09/3/09" 

 

A widget is a small piece of web programming code that 
adds content to your blog, wiki, or web page. Information in 
a widget can feature updated content or let the readers do 
something like use a search box.   

NOAA's National Ocean Service offers widgets for Ocean 
Facts, the NOS YouTube Channel, the NOS Twitter ac-
count, and more. 
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/widgets/welcome.html

 

http://www.seaspace.org
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MID SEASON LEATHERBACK TURTLE 
NESTING REPORT FROM “LEATHERBACK 

BEACH”, PAPUA, INDONESIA  
AUGUST 31, 2009.  

LEATHERBACK TURTLE NEST 
AND EGG RELOCATION//
HATCHING; AN AMAZING          
SUCCESS!!!!!!!   

Relocated Leatherback Turtle, Hatchlings 
Swarm to the Sea. All Eggs would have been 
destroyed w/out Relocation.  

Data collected from relocated leatherback turtle nests subject to 
higher tides and warmer ocean temperatures (the effects of 
“Global Warming”) are very promising. Hatch out rates are 
almost double that of nests which are not threatened from 
flooding or in-nest cooking. ANY relocated egg, which was 
laid in the tidal zone of the beach and hatches, is, in every case, 
a major step forward to the survival of this giant turtle. The 
relocated nests at mid-nesting season are demonstrating    
amazing results. The relocated nests are averaging a 93 +    
percentage  hatching success.   

“We are quite excited to report that our pioneering Leatherback 
turtle egg relocation project is demonstrating results well above 
our expectations,” said Larry McKenna, PhD, Founding       
Director of Save Our Leatherbacks Operation (S.O.L.O.). Nest 
relocation and other innovative actions, not yet reported by 
S.O.L.O. are targeted to place more hatchlings into the sea 
where over time; an increase in population may offset the      
disasters of the continuing at sea slaughter of these giant turtles 
Way”           

Building the Relocated Nest Korral                      + Tidal Zone Eggs Being Relocated      
the “S.O.L.O. Way”   

S.O.L.O. just completed its annual Expeditions to the very    
remote “Leatherback Beach” in Papua, Indonesia. These      
Expeditions occur each July and August. Volunteers from many 
Nations participate in a rare exposure to the Leatherback Turtle 
females as they come from the sea in the dark of night to nest 
and propagate the species. The hatchlings exit nests at night 
after approximately 8 weeks of incubation to scamper to the sea 
toward an unknown future. It is difficult to be sitting on that 
beach and not get “goose bumps” as this Jurassic era nesting 
and hatching events are repeated. Reservations are already being 
confirmed for the 2010 season.   

The number of females, which have come ashore this season, is 
a disappointment as compared to previous seasons. The nest 
counts are much lower than previously observed and recorded.  

Further, the beach research staff report that in this season, about 
50% of the females exiting the ocean to nest, simply walk 
around some and go back to the sea without nesting.   Another 
mystery of the Leatherback to ponder.   

Very Few Nests, Mid    Sea-
son 2009 as Marked by 
Dated Poles.   

“The lack of nests and 
nesting may represent one 

of the several critical issues regarding the Leatherback turtles. 
The surviving population of females may be even less than    
projected based on actual nest counts because a female may nest 
between five and seven times each season; compounding the 
issue of how many remain and how many males remain in the 
seas to mate.” said McKenna. “Bear in mind that these are    
hypotheses as no one knows the true population in the Pacific.”   

S.O.L.O. Volunteers Assist with Recovery 
of 2 Hatchlings Suffocating in a Hatched 
Out Relocated Nest  

The continuing  Asian  long line raping 
of   the  Pacific Ocean  of  all  fish  and 
marine   mammals,   which     swim 

through   their   “curtains of death”,  continues  to  decimate sea 
turtle populations.  

Japan Long Line Consortiums Operate the Largest Fleet (3,000+ 
boats);  maybe as many as 4 MILLION hooks  in  the seas in the 
Pacific with  no  controls  or  monitors  to  assist  in avoiding the 
taking of Leatherbacks and other marine creatures not sought as 
food. Japan refused to comply with a United Nations Resolution 
to avoid the Leatherback migration paths and feeding areas.  

The nesting data and associated factors data will continue to 
be refined and examined by Volunteer PhD Marine Biolo-
gists as the season continues. “Our achievements will be first 
summarized during the Dive Equipment Manufactures Asso-
ciation (D.E.M.A.) exhibition in Orlando, FL, November 4 to 
7, 2009,” McKenna said. “A composite report will be pub-
lished in the fall/winter of 2009-10 along with other not pre-
viously reported activities also in progress, which also will 
reveal other amazing successes.” McKenna stated.   

S.O.L.O. is an all-Volunteer IRS Certified 501(c) (3)       non
-profit Foundation. We are 100% dependent on donations to 
further our stated objectives to find ways to save this giant 
Leatherback Turtle from its spiral into extinction. More    
information can be obtained by a review of our web site:   

www.leatherbackturtles.org.

  

Information may be requested via e-mail: info-
saveourleatherbacks@earthlink.net.

 

PLEASE help us con-
tinue this exciting Reversal of Extinction with your Dona-
tions, which are tax deductible. Credit Cards (M.C. & 
Visa) can be used as explained in our web site    
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Prices, Dates, & Specifications are subject to change until purchased  
Tickets will be on-Sale in the fall 2009

 
Tickets always "Sell-Out" in Advance 

The Bill Jones Annual Cozumel Vacation is the most 
popular "all inclusive" Scuba Diving Vacation  

package in Houston 

9th Annual 2010 Bill Jones  
COZUMEL Vacations 

Departing from HOUSTON's BUSH INTERCONTINENTAL AIRPORT  IAH 

August 2, 2010 for 5 Days, 4 Nights for approximately  

$699 pp, dbl occ, tax incl Less than $140 per day 
We arrive early enough on Monday to get weighted-out and dive.  We  

leave late enough on Friday to make 2 dives Thursday morning. 
OR 

August 2, 2010 for 8 Days, 7 Nights for approximately  

$925 pp, dbl occ, tax incl Less than $116 per day 
We arrive early enough on Monday to get weighted-out and dive.  We 

leave late enough on Monday to make 2 dives Sunday morning.  

staying at the fabulous  
Hotel Cozumel & Resort 

The Annual Bill Jones Cozumel Vacations Group  
Package Price Includes: Air Fare, Ground Transportation,  

Hotel Accommodations 

ALL YOU CAN EAT AND DRINK 
Including Soft Drinks, Beer, Wine, Cocktails, Mixed Drinks,  
Umbrella Drinks, Specialty Drinks, Shots, and High Balls 

All Taxes, Exit Fees, and Gratuities 
Including Mexican Government Taxes, US International Departure  

& Arrival Taxes, 9/11 Security Fee, US Immigration Fees,  
US Animal/Plant Health Inspection Fees 

One PADI Specialty Diving Certification  (non-transferable,  
some restrictions & fees apply)  

Group Diving Deal with the on-site PADI Gold Palm 
Dive      Center,  BUT DIVING IS NOT INCLUDED 

Group Diving Deal (some rules apply) includes a free shore dive, 2-tank  
morning boat dives for $49, afternoon boat dives for $15 

For Detailed Information, Contact: 
Mr.Bill.Jones@comcast.net

    
11:21 AM CDT on Wednesday, September 2, 2009 
khou.com staff report  

Sent in by Jim Delaine  

GALVESTON, Texas – A young dolphin found stranded 
on a Texas beach last year has a new home.   

Toby, a bottlenose dolphin, has been recovering at the 
Moody Gardens Holding Facility in Galveston for the past 
year.  He was moved to his new home in Florida via      
charter plane late last month.   

The Texas Marine Mammal Stranding Network rescued 
Toby off the coast of Corpus Christi in November 2008 af-
ter he was discovered on a beach, suffering from shark bites 
and pneumonia.   

“Toby had some fresh open shark bites on his body. He was 
very thin and we found severe pneumonia in his lungs,” said 
Heidi Whitehead, State Operations Coordinator of TMMSN.   

That’s when Moody Gardens stepped in, offering Toby a 
temporary home during his rehabilitation.  The TMMSN 
facility in Galveston was unable to take him, having    sus-
tained considerable damage during Ike.   

“We were happy to help TMMSN with rehabilitation of this 
animal,” said Moody Gardens Animal Husbandry Manager 
Greg Whittaker. “We know firsthand how important it is to 
help each other out in a time of need.”   

A team of TMMSN and Moody Gardens staff and           
volunteers devoted thousands of hours to Toby’s around-the
-clock care.   

Though he gained healthy weight and made other remark-
able improvements, Toby was deemed non-releasable, due 
to his young age and medical conditions.   

Whitehead said marine mammals usually stay with their 
mothers until they are 2 to 3 years old.   

Toby is now living at Theater of the Sea in the Florida 
Keys.  It’s home to a number of other dolphins for Toby to 
befriend, as well as a matriarch dolphin that could help him 
out as he continues to mature.   

TMMSN usually rescues five to 10 marine mammals a year, 
and they said only about 50 percent of them  survive.   

“Usually you can tell within the first couple weeks on how 
they respond to treatment if they are going to survive. Many 
times they are so ill that they cannot come back from their 
sickness,” said Whitehead. “It’s rewarding when you see 
one like Toby come back.”  

Sent in by Jim Ward 
A new generation of deep-sea 
submarines light enough to 
launch from a yacht could open 
up the ocean's depths to amateur 
explorers.  

The "Deep Flight" winged submersibles are experimental 
prototypes  designed to dive to depths of up to 37,000 ft -- 
almost four times as deep as a giant squid dives -- descend-
ing at 400 ft/minute.  

They are the brainchild of submarine designer Graham 
Hawkes who is in the process of building commercial models 
that can reach those depths.  

For more information: http://www.cnn.com/2009/TECH/09/11/
underwater.submersible/index.html#cnnSTCText
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Cozumel Oct 21-25 
Curacao  Nov 21-28      

Mar 17 -21  Cozumel 
Apr 21 - 25 Cozumel 
May 23 - 30 Cozumel 
June 23 - 27 Cozumel 

July 3 -10  Utila Aggressor, Bay Islands Honduras 
July 17 - 24 Cozumel 
Sept 8 - 12 Cozumel 

Oct    Kasawari Resort, Lembeh Straits Indonesia 
Oct 27 - 31 Cozumel 
Nov 20 - 27  Bonaire   

SCUBA RANGER Classes:

    

SR04 Oct 9 - Nov 13  FRI     

The FLOWER GARDENS –     
                 

                              
                                  

                         Capt Waldo 
                             

Act Now!  Many of these tr ips will sell out 
quickly !  ACT NOW and receive a $25 Gift    
Cer tificate from Captain Waldo’s Aquatic      
Emporium.  Offer ends soon, so ACT NOW!  

Contact me for details.....or use this link> http://
www.spreeexpeditions.com/Default.asp?
ds=Captain+Waldo

 

Capt Waldo  Aka Dennis Camp 
Denis@captianwaldos.com

  


